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ALL ABOARD FOR THE UK’S 
BIGGEST FESTIVE FUN RUN 

Open-top bus packed with Santas launches Liverpool event 
 
A group of 40 Santas toured the city on an open-top bus today (Wednesday, 
19 October) to launch this year’s Liverpool Santa Dash. 
 
The countdown is now on to the Radio City Liverpool Santa Dash on Sunday, 
4 December – the UK’s biggest festive fun run. 
 
It was a case of all aboard when a whole host of familiar faces including 
actors from Coronation Street, Emmerdale, Benidorm and Love Island hopped 
onto the Liverpool City Sights open-top bus with Father Christmas to take the 
Santa Dash message on the road. 
 
The Thomas brothers turned out in force to support the event – Ryan plays 
Jason Grimshaw in Coronation Street; Adam plays Adam Barton in 
Emmerdale; and Scott has appeared in dating series Love Island. 
 
They joined Liverpool actors Philip Olivier and Kurtis Stacey, sponsors, and 
representatives and mascots from the event’s official charities – Radio City’s 
Cash For Kids, Everton in the Community, and Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice. 
 
A team of 20 personal training and fitness instructor students from The City of 
Liverpool College also took part. They are volunteering at the Santa Dash. 
 
The group of Santas and guests met at Pier Head Liverpool, where the Radio 
City Santa Dash starts on Canada Boulevard under the gaze of the iconic 
Liver Birds and Three Graces – the Royal Liver Building, Cunard Building, and 
Port Of Liverpool Building. 
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After posing for pictures with The Beatles’ statue, the Santas boarded the 
Liverpool City Sights bus – the instantly recognisable red tour buses which 
offer live on-board commentary – to tour the city and take in the city’s key 
landmarks. 
 
Highly regarded as the city’s kickstart to Christmas, the Radio City Liverpool 
Santa Dash in association with Blue Air, promises a day of festive fun and 
Christmas cheer for all the family – and snow is even guaranteed! 
 
Liverpool actor 36-year-old Philip Olivier, who shot to fame in soap Brookside 
as Tinhead and has also appeared in comedy series Benidorm, pulled on a 
Santa suit ahead of the festive event. 
 
Philip Olivier commented: 
 
“It’s been a while since I’ve done the Liverpool Santa Dash, so I thought it was 
time to get back out there. It’s time to pull on that red suit again and dash 
round this fantastic city, it’s definitely the best way to kickstart Christmas. It’s a 
brilliant event for all the family with Santas raising thousands of pounds for 
charity. So what are you waiting for – come and join us on 4 December for the 
UK’s biggest festive fun run. I can’t wait.” 
 
Organisers BTR Liverpool are encouraging Santas to sign up to make the 5K 
festive fun run bigger than ever before in a bid to win back the world title from 
Las Vegas. More than 1,500 Santas have already registered. 
 
The Radio City Liverpool Santa Dash starts at Pier Head Liverpool at 9.30am 
and finishes outside Liverpool Town Hall. After dashing round the city, the 
Santas collect a commemorative medal when they complete the fun run. A 
Santa suit is included in the entry fee. 
 
The little ones also have their very own fun run – the 1K Mini Dash is for 
youngsters aged 12 and under. It starts in Castle Street when the main Santa 
Dash has finished, and also finishes at Liverpool Town Hall. 
 
The event’s official charity partners are Radio City’s Cash For Kids, Everton in 
the Community, and Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice through the BTR Footsteps 
Fundraisers initiative. 
 
The Liverpool Santa Dash is brought to you by organisers BTR, the team 
behind some of the biggest and most popular running events in the region. 



Press Release
	

 
Its portfolio includes the Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon; Tour Of Merseyside; 
Tunnel 10K; and award-winning Wirral Half Marathon and 10K. 
 
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell created the Liverpool Santa Dash, he 
commented: 
 
“The Radio City Liverpool Santa Dash, in association with Blue Air, is an 
event like no other. It really is a festive spectacular with the city being 
transformed into a sea of red, blue and mini Santas. It’s a spectacular sight 
and a real highlight in the BTR even calendar. Come and join the fun, it’s a 
day you won’t forget.” 
 
Blue Santa suits and Mini Dash numbers are both limited to 500 places – so 
participants are encouraged to enter early to guarantee a place. 
 
Santa suit collection is available from Rapid Discount Outlet from 1 November 
to 3 December, seven days a week. Or enter online at www.btrliverpool.com 
 
Website www.btrliverpool.com 
Facebook Facebook/BTR Liverpool 
Twitter @BTRLiverpool 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About BTR Liverpool: 
 
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing 
and delivering headline race events in Liverpool City Region. The team stages 
a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow 
year on year. 
 
Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of 
its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with 
local charities. 
 
BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running 
community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race 
organising over 20 years ago. 
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Alan’s own personal achievements include finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-
year period – including running the London Marathon 22 times; the New York 
Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool and Stockholm Marathons. 
 
BTR Events for 2016: 

• 11 November: Merseyside Running Community Awards 
• 4 December:  BTR Liverpool Santa Dash 

 
BTR Events 2016 (already taken place): 

• 13 March:  Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon/10 Mile 
• 17 April:  BTR Port Sunlight 10K/5K/Children’s 1K Fun Run 
• 22 May:  Run For The 96 5K 
• 19 June:  BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K 
• 3-9 July:  BTR Tour Of Merseyside (52 miles) 
• 4 September: BTR Kids’ 1K 2K 3K Fun Run 
• 9-11 September: BTR Whistle Stop Tour Of Wirral (26 miles) 
• 11 September: BTR Wirral 10K/Wirral Half Marathon 

 
 
A message from the three BTR Footsteps Fundraisers’ charities: 
 
Cash For Kids 
Cash for Kids are the official charity of Radio City. We are a children’s charity 
recognised for helping children and young people suffering from poverty, 
sickness, physical and mental disabilities. We distribute grants to children’s 
charities and community groups, aiming to improve the lives of children in 
Liverpool, North West and North Wales. We are a charity known for its 
commitment to making a difference to those it supports. We have raised in 
excess of £3.4m over the last six years and helped over 300,000 children. 
www.radiocity.co.uk/cashforkids 
 
Everton in the Community 
Everton in the Community is firmly established on the world stage of 
community sports development and, since its launch in 1988, has become 
one of the Premier League’s leading community schemes due to the quality 
and reach of its various programmes, supporting the most vulnerable and 
underprivileged members of local communities. Through its dedicated staff 
and volunteers, the charity offers programmes covering a range of social 
issues including health, employability, anti-social behaviour, crime, education, 
dementia, poverty, youth engagement, youth justice and disability. As a 
registered charity, we rely upon financial support from donations; sponsorship 
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from working partners and monies raised through fundraising events to enable 
the charity to continue is valuable contribution to local neighbourhoods. 
http://community.evertonfc.com/ 
 
Zoë’s Place  
Zoë’s Place Baby Hospice provides specialist palliative and respite care for 
babies and small children from birth to age 5. Our bespoke one-to-one care is 
for babies who suffer with life limiting or life threatening conditions, and this is 
provided by registered nurses, play leaders, physiotherapists and other care 
specialists 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We can care for up to six babies at 
any one time, and we are currently supporting 55 families per year. It costs 
our charity £3,800 per day to maintain our current level of care and we can 
only achieve this through the ongoing support we receive from our supporters. 
www.zoes-place.org.uk/liverpool/ 
 
 
About Liverpool City Sights: 
Liverpool City Sights is the number one open-top tour bus operator in 
Liverpool, which encompasses the sights of Liverpool and an educational 
tour in a clean, bright, fun, recognisable bus. The tour lasts one hour and 
buses depart every 20 minutes making Liverpool City Sights accessible and 
reliable. Visitors can hop on and hop off at 15 stops across the city using their 
24-hour ticket, to really maximise their tour and take in key attractions and 
landmarks along the way. Tours start at none other than the iconic Royal Liver 
Building at Pier Head Liverpool a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
www.sightseeingliverpool.co.uk 
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