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HUNDREDS TAKE PART IN 
FUN RUN TO CELEBRATE 

LIFE OF TRAGIC RHYS JONES 
 

Croxteth youngster is remembered with first legacy 5K event 
 

A group of 700 keen walkers, joggers and runners took part in last weekend’s 
inaugural fun run event to celebrate the life of tragic Croxteth youngster Rhys 
Jones. 
 
The very first Run For Rhys 5K event, which also included 1 Mile and 3K fun 
runs, was held last Sunday (27 August) in the grounds of Croxteth Hall and 
Country Park. 
 
Last week marked a decade since 11-year-old Everton fan Rhys Jones lost 
his life on 22 August 2017, when the youngster was shot when he was 
walking home from football training in Croxteth. He was innocently caught in 
the cross-fire between two rival gangs. 
 
The team behind the Rhys Jones Community Centre CIC work tirelessly to 
raise aspirations, give hope and strengthen community unity in Croxteth.  
 
And now their vision also includes the Run For Rhys, a new positive legacy 
event which will help raise funds so the centre can continue and develop its 
place within the community and the services it can provide. 
 
Run For Rhys welcomed two very special guests on the day – Rhys’ 
parents Mel and Steve Jones, who live in Croxteth. Mel took part in the 
3K, while husband Steve joined the 5K runners. 
 
Sharon Jardine, a Director at the Rhys Jones Community Centre CIC, 
commented:  
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“What an amazing day to celebrate Rhys’ life. The support was fantastic, and 
it was so encouraging to see young and old walking, jogging and running 
together across all three fun runs. All in Rhys’ name, a fitting tribute. 
 
“We’d like to thank everyone who took part and supported our very first Run 
For Rhys – but most of all Rhys’ parents Mel and Steve, and their family and 
friends who came along. We turned the day blue for our Little Boy Blue, who 
will always be remembered. 
 
“We hope this is only the beginning for this new, positive community event to 
support the Jones family and community centre, which is Rhys’ legacy for the 
local Croxteth area as a way to bring families together. Gangs, guns and 
knives should never become the norm, so having a safe place to go with 
positive activities is working to give young people good habits and a strong 
foundation for the future.” 
 
Participants wearing specially designed blue Run For Rhys T-shirts were 
cheered on by the Lord Mayor of Liverpool Councillor Malcolm Kennedy, 
Everton Ambassador Ian Snodin, and former Everton manager Joe Royle. 
 
An enthusiastic team of Everton in the Community volunteers were 
instrumental on the day, and also presented the well-earned commemorative 
medals. 
 
The Jones family’s heartbreaking story has recently been portrayed through 
the ITV drama series, Little Boy Blue, which gave viewers an insight into the 
devastating impact the tragedy has had on their lives. 
 
Little Boy Blue actor John McGrellis represented the Little Boy Blue cast and 
crew on the day. Before taking part in the 1 mile fun run, John read Poem For 
Rhys, written by Steve Jones after the tragic death of his young son. 
 
Prior to each of the three fun runs, participants were invited to join in a 
minute’s applause to celebrate Rhys’ life, before Everton anthems Z Cars and 
The Farm’s Altogether Now were played as the runners set off. 
 
Everton Football Club has continued to support the Jones family over the last 
10 years, and have also thrown its weight behind the Run For Rhys 5K.  
 
Everton Football Club Ambassadors Ian Snodin, Graham Stuart and Graeme 
Sharp lead the support, joined by first team defender Leighton Baines.  
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Run For Rhys support also came from special guests unable to attend on the 
day, but sent messages of support which were read out on stage. 
 
Jeff Pope, Executive Producer of ITV drama Little Boy Blue: 
 
“The wonderful thing is that we have all come together in a positive way to 
remember a special boy, but more importantly to create a positive legacy for 
Rhys. He will be running alongside everybody today, please keep a place for 
him in your hearts.” 
 
Actor Stephen Graham, who appeared in Little Boy Blue: 
 
“This race is an opportunity for the community to come together, a family 
event that can raise money to create environments and opportunities that will 
enhance the inspirations of young people in the area. To be able to create a 
legacy in Rhys’ name in order to help others is truly wonderful. Good luck to 
all and have a great day.” 
 
Boxer and Everton fan Tony Bellew: 
 
“I was looking forward to competing in the Rhys Jones run but due to work 
commitments I am now unable to attend. This is a fantastic foundation which 
is helping various children and families in all walks of life. I wish everyone on 
the day well and hope it all runs smoothly…see you guys next year hopefully.” 
 
Two teams of runners representing Merseyside Police and Merseyside Fire & 
Rescue also took part, as well as having a presence with vehicles and a fire 
engine offering crime prevention and home safety advice. 
 
Families also enjoyed fun activities with face painting, beat the keeper soccer 
skills, and dance workshops. 
 
Run For Rhys was organised by the Rhys Jones Community Centre CIC in 
conjunction with BTR Liverpool, Merseyside’s leading independent race event 
organiser. 
 
Fun run registration fees were used to stage and deliver all aspects of the 
event. 
 
Participants were encouraged to fundraise for the Rhys Jones Community 
Centre CIC. Donations can still be made direct to the centre’s Go Fund Me 
online page at https://www.gofundme.com/run-for-rhys-5k-legacy-event 


