
BTR Liverpool Announce Run For The 

96 5k Race 
	  
April 13th 2014 
 
A new 5k running event in memory of the 96 Liverpool football fans lost in the 
Hillsborough tragedy is being launched today (Sunday, 13 April). 
 
Run For The 96 5k will take place in April 2015 in Stanley Park, and is being officially 
announced at a media launch at the Isla Gladstone Conservatory – an appropriate 
venue located within Stanley Park and between the football grounds of Anfield 
Stadium and Goodison Park. 
 
The event is being attended by special guests including Liverpool Football Club fans 
Spice Girl Melanie C, celebrated impressionist Darren Farley, and Steve Rotheram 
MP for Liverpool Walton. 
 
The event is the brainchild of Dom Williams, who created the Hillsborough-Anfield 
Run – www.hillsborough-anfieldrun.com 
 
This challenge sees a small team of runners from across the country come together 
to complete 96 miles over three days between Sheffield and Liverpool. 
 
Run For The 96 5k is launched today to coincide with the group’s third annual run. 
This year, Dom is joined by fellow runners Earle Jackson; Wesley Young; Scott 
Cunliffe; and Mik Parkin. 
 
Especially for 2014, the running team of five have reversed the challenge to start 
from the Hillsborough Memorial Eternal Flame at Anfield. They will set off directly 
after launching the new event – therefore giving this year’s run extra poignancy in the 
lead up to the 25th anniversary of the Hillsborough disaster. 
 
During the event’s three years, the group have raised funds for the Hillsborough 
Family Support Group; Hillsborough Justice Campaign; Alder Hey Children’s 
Hospital; and The Children’s Hospital Sheffield. 
 
The runners yesterday (Saturday, 12 April) had a private visit to Alder Hey to meet 
youngsters and deliver gift packs from the Liverpool FC Foundation and Sheffield 
Wednesday Football Club. 
 
Dom now feels it an appropriate time to create a legacy run in Liverpool, in addition 
to their annual running challenge. 
 
He has joined forces with race event organisers BTR Liverpool to plan and deliver 
the Run For The 96 5k race, which will be staged for the first time in April 2015. The 
date will coincide with the start of the annual 96-mile running challenge and is 
expected to be mid-April 2015 (the date will be announced in the coming months, 
subject football fixtures). 
 
BTR Liverpool has a strong portfolio of race events, which includes the Liverpool 
Santa Dash and the recent Liverpool Half Marathon, which was officially started by 
Liverpool Football Club Manager, Brendan Rodgers. 



 
Dom Williams commented: 
“We started the Hillsborough-Anfield Run three years ago as our small way of trying 
to do something to raise funds in the fight for Justice For The 96. It all came about 
after I visited Anfield for the stadium tour and seen the tile mosaic of 96 shirts – it 
was a very poignant sight and I was extremely moved. I wanted to do something to 
help. 
 
“There are five of us running this year, including one guy who was at Hillsborough on 
that fateful day in 1989. The one thing that binds us all together is our desire to do 
something positive in memory of the 96 fans lost. 
 
“We are delighted to be working with BTR Liverpool to organise and host next year’s 
Run For The 96 5k race as a way of staging an event to engage people for them to 
participate in and remember the 96 fans lost. And we are delighted to have the 
support of the Hillsborough families to stage such an event.” 
 
BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell was more than happy to support the idea 
and has planned a provisional 5k route. 
 
The proposed run will start and finish in Stanley Park, taking in the Hillsborough 
Memorial Eternal Flame on Anfield Road, Arkles Lane, and Priory Road. 
 
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell commented:  
“What Dom and his team do each year is a massive challenge, but they are very 
keen to expand their reach and stage an event the public can also enjoy and support. 
We are currently planning the race route, and once the date has been set we can 
open entries for 2015. 
 
“As a lifelong Blue, it is encouraging to see Everton are also continuing to support the 
Hillsborough cause with their own lasting memorial this year. And this new event is a 
fitting way to engage the public who are keen to do their bit to help. We are 
encouraging runners and football fans from both Liverpool and Everton to take part 
and hopefully wear their club colours as a fitting tribute.” 
 
The launch event is being attended by Spice Girl Melanie C, who is joined by 
impressionist Darren Farley and Steve Rotheram MP for Liverpool Walton – both will 
join Dom and the running team to run at the start of the 96-mile challenge. 
 
Melanie C commented:  
“I’m very proud to be supporting the Hillsborough-Anfield Run again this year. It’s a 
wonderful event remembering the 96 we lost – and raising money for Alder Hey 
Children’s Hospital and The Children’s Hospital Sheffield.” 
 
Darren Farley said:  
“It's an absolute pleasure to be a part of the run. What these guys are doing is 
amazing and I’m proud to be a part of it. I've practiced running after the ice-cream 
van so I’m in good shape for this year.” 
 
Steve Rotheram MP for Liverpool Walton added: 
“Out of the darkness of the Hillsborough tragedy, an eternal bond of unity has 
emerged which has made Liverpool synonymous with a unique kind of solidarity. 
Events such as this demonstrate the continued depth of togetherness that exists and 
campaigners’ unyielding determination to achieve justice for the 96. I congratulate all 
of the runners and look forward to seeing them over the finishing line.” 


