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TWO-WEEK COUNTDOWN 
IS ON TO NORTH WEST’S 

PREMIER ROAD RACE 
 

Third year as part of national Vitality Run Series 
 
The two-week countdown is on until runners from across the world descend 
on Liverpool to take part in one of the city’s largest annual sporting events. 
 
More than 5,000 runners will come together on the start-line at Pier Head 
Liverpool on Sunday, 2 April, for the Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon 2017. 
 
Described by organisers as the North West’s premier road race, the 13.1-mile 
challenge attracts runners from across the UK and overseas. 
 
The grandstand start and finish line area on the city’s stunning UNESCO 
World Heritage Waterfront provides an iconic backdrop to one of the region’s 
most established race events – this is the race’s 24th consecutive year. 
 
The race starts at 9am and is part of the national Vitality Run Series – it is the 
only event in the series in the North of England. This is Liverpool’s third year 
of a sponsorship agreement with Vitality. 
 
Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon is organised by BTR Liverpool, the leading 
independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race 
events across Liverpool City Region. 
 
The BTR event portfolio also includes Liverpool Santa Dash; Mersey Tunnel 
10K; Port Sunlight 10K/5K/1K; award-winning Wirral Half Marathon/10K; 26-
mile Whistle Stop Tour Of Wirral; and 52-mile Tour Of Merseyside. 



Press Release
	

	

 
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell commented: 
 
“The Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon officially kick-starts another exciting year 
of running for BTR Liverpool. It’s the biggest road race in the BTR portfolio 
and a real highlight, so we cannot wait to get 2017 off the ground with the 
North West’s premier road race. 
 
“First introduced to the race calendar in 1994, it still continues to have a 
strong domestic and international draw 24 years on. Many of our regular 
runners tell us that this was their very first half marathon race, so it’s great to 
welcome back familiar faces each year and see them running alongside 
newcomers starting out on their running journey. 
 
“Entries for the half marathon are still open so come and join us for a fantastic 
day. Planning is already well underway for the 2018 event – our milestone 
25th silver anniversary celebration race.” 
 
Participants from across the globe are travelling to Liverpool specially to take 
part in the Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon, from countries including Austria, 
Brazil, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, 
Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden and the USA, as well as 
those closer to home including the Isle of Man and Ireland. 
 
The Vitality Run Series brings together eight of the UK’s most exciting running 
events to provide all runners, irrespective of ability, to take on their next 
challenge and be inspired to reach their own personal goals. 
 
Vitality CEO Neville Koopowitz added: 
 
“With just two weeks until the Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon, I want to thank 
all those who have registered to run and all those currently working hard to 
ensure it will be a fantastic race. It promises to be a great day for runners and 
supporters alike.” 
 
The race route features some of the city’s most iconic landmarks including 
Albert Dock Liverpool, the Museum Of Liverpool, Liverpool Cathedral, and 
Sefton Park Palm House. A three-mile home straight along Otterspool 
Promenade brings runners back to Pier Head Liverpool to cross the finish line 
in front of the magnificent Three Graces – the Royal Liver Building, Cunard 
Building, and Port of Liverpool Building – and of course, under the gaze of the 
Liver Birds. 
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Hot favourite to take top honours in the half marathon is Liverpool Harrier 
Dejene Gezimu, who swept the board of BTR races last year. Gezimu took 
first place in 2016, narrowly missing out on setting a new course record – so 
this time he is back and goes into the race on good form. 
 
Returning for 2017 to continue his unbroken record of taking part in every 
Liverpool Half Marathon is Stephen Symons from Manchester. Despite 
suffering from a brain haemorrhage in November 2012, Stephen still managed 
his continuous run in March 2013 and took part accompanied by family. The 
51-year-old, who runs for Manchester YMCA Harriers Club, is back for his 24th 
successive year. 
 
Last year, a new race was added to the day’s proceedings with the BTR 
Liverpool 10 Mile Road Race. This race has already sold out for 2017. 
 
Entries are still open for the half marathon. All finishers receive a bespoke 
medal, commemorative T-shirt and goody bag. 
 
Register online at www.btrliverpool.com 
 
Website www.btrliverpool.com 
Facebook Facebook/BTR Liverpool 
Twitter @BTRLiverpool 
 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
MEDIA ACCREDITATION FOR VITALITY LIVERPOOL HALF MARATHON 
 
Press are invited to attend the Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon 2017 on 
Sunday, 2 April. The race starts at 9am from Pier Head Liverpool. 
 
Media wishing to access the start/finish line and stage areas must apply for a 
Press Pass. The passes will be available to collect at the Pier Head on race 
morning – full details will be given upon request. 
 
To request Press accreditation, please contact BTR Press Officer Erica Dillon 
on erica@btrliverpool.com / mobile 07990 501558 
 

ALL MEDIA ARE REQUESTED TO CONFIRM THEIR ATTENDANCE 
PRIOR TO THE EVENT 
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About BTR Liverpool: 
 
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing 
and delivering headline race events in Liverpool City Region. The team stage 
a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow 
year on year. 
 
Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of 
its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with 
local charities. 
 
BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running 
community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race 
organising over 20 years ago. Alan’s own personal achievements include 
finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-year period – including running the London 
Marathon 22 times; the New York Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool 
and Stockholm Marathons. 
 
BTR Running Events 2017: 

• 2 April:  Vitality Liverpool Half Marathon 
BTR Liverpool 10 Mile Road Race 

• 14 May:  Run For The 96 5K / 1 Mile Fun Run 
• 21 May:  Kids 1K / 2K / 3K 
• 18 June:  BTR Port Sunlight 10K / 5K / 1K Kids Fun Run 
• 2-8 July:  BTR Tour Of Merseyside (52 miles) 
• 10 September: BTR Wirral Half Marathon / 10K 
• 8-10 September: BTR Whistle Stop Tour Of Wirral (26 miles) 
• 1 October:  BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K 
• 3 December:  BTR Liverpool Santa Dash (5K) 

 
 
About Vitality – changing health and life insurance for good 
 
Vitality is the insurance business that helps people understand how they can 
improve their own personal health. Vitality makes it cheaper and easier for its 
members to get healthy and gives them rewards to keep them motivated, 
through a range of discounts and incentives. 
 
Vitality believes in the power of sport to help inspire people to live a healthy 
life, which is why it partners with leading sports figures, teams and events to 
help share the Vitality message.  
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Vitality Ambassadors Jessica Ennis-Hill, Jonny Wilkinson, Joe Root and Maro 
Itoje are role models who embody the values of Vitality. They are all using 
their passion for living a healthy lifestyle to motivate others to make positive 
changes. Taking small steps today can dramatically improve wellbeing over 
the long-term, regardless of your current state of health.  
 
Vitality is Official Wellness Partner of Arsenal FC, AFC Bournemouth, 
Liverpool FC, Manchester City FC, England Rugby, Scottish Rugby, Welsh 
Rugby, ECB and England Netball. The business is also title sponsor of 
VitalityMove, the Vitality Westminster Mile, Vitality London 10,000, as well as 
headline sponsor of parkrun UK with Vitality, and Official Partner of The 
Sunday Times Sportswomen of the Year Awards in association with Vitality. 
 
VitalityHealth is one of the UK’s leading private medical insurers and has 
pioneered the ‘shared-value’ insurance model. This is a unique approach 
which delivers value for Vitality members through rewards and ultimately 
better health. Society as a whole also benefits, as do the company’s profits, 
which comes about as a result of people being healthier and claiming less 
often. 
 
VitalityLife is one of the fastest growing life insurers in the UK. It is unique to 
the current UK protection market and its suite of products includes Life Cover, 
Income Protection Cover, Serious Illness Cover, Business Protection and 
other additional products. By recognising people’s efforts to look after 
themselves, VitalityLife is able to offer a more comprehensive set of benefits 
than traditional providers at a very competitive price. For more information 
visit www.vitality.co.uk 
 
 
BTR Media Contact: 
 
Erica Dillon, 
Press Officer, BTR Liverpool 
 
BTR Liverpool Limited 
82 Market Street, Hoylake 
Wirral, CH47 3BD 
Tel No: 0151 632 3317 
Mobile: 07990 501558 
Email:  erica@btrliverpool.com 
Website: www.btrliverpool.com 


