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When the Liverpool Half Marathon takes place this Sunday (23 March), it will mark 
two major milestones for race organisers BTR Liverpool. 
 
The 13.1-mile challenge celebrates the 21st Anniversary since the race was first 
staged back in 1994. 
 
The event is the curtain-raiser to BTR’s six-event race calendar for the year, which 
also includes the Port Sunlight 10k and the unique Mersey Tunnel 10k. 
 
The 2014 event has also attracted runners from the most overseas countries with 21 
nations represented – making it a truly international event. 
 
BTR will welcome runners from America; Australia; Belgium; Brazil; Canada; Czech 
Republic; Denmark; France; Germany; Gibraltar; Holland; Ireland; Isle of Man; Italy; 
Jersey; Netherlands; Norway; Portugal; Russia; Spain; Switzerland – with the largest 
contingents from the Isle of Man with 100 runners, and 25 from France. 
 
The race has attracted 8,500 entrants, and is being supported by Lucozade Sport. All 
finishers will receive a special 21st Anniversary commemorative medal and long 
sleeved technical T-shirt. 
 
The race starts and finishes at the Pier Head, with the route featuring UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites the Liverpool Waterfront and Albert Dock, as well as Museum 
Of Liverpool, Liverpool Cathedral, Sefton Park Palm House, and Otterspool 
Promenade. 
 
The race will be started at 9am on Sunday, 23 March, by a trio from Liverpool 
Football Club who are supporting a team of 15 runners taking part in the race to raise 
funds for the club’s official charity, the Liverpool FC Foundation. 
 
Manager Brendan Rodgers will officially start the race with his two Liverpool FC 
colleagues, Assistant Manager Colin Pascoe and Mike Marsh, First Team Coach. 
 
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell said: "The BTR Liverpool Half Marathon is a 
definite highlight in the running calendar and we’re delighted to have the support of 
Liverpool FC to officially start the race. 
 
“The backdrop of the Three Graces is particularly fitting for the event’s 21st 
Anniversary, and also provides a fantastic welcome for our international runners by 
racing under the gaze of the iconic Liver Birds. 
 
“The event attracts many types of participants – experienced runners chasing a 
personal best; those taking part in their very first Half Marathon; and some will use 
this as part of their training for the 52-mile BTR Tour Of Merseyside in July. 
Whatever their reason, all finishers will have most definitely earned their special 
commemorative medal.” 
 



One runner is travelling especially from Australia to take part – 80-year-old Kenny 
Beisty. 
 
Originally from Bootle, Kenny and wife Sue, who have been married for 56 years, 
have been planning their trip for a year – all centred round the race. Unfortunately 
Sue has now had to pull out due to injury. 
 
The couple left Liverpool in April 1963 with their two children, Michael and Sue, and 
emigrated to Canada where they stayed until 1968 when they moved to Australia. 
 
Kenny will be running the BTR Liverpool Half Marathon in his original red and white 
club vest for Liverpool Pembroke, the club he first ran for in 1952. 
 
Kenny commented: “We’ve been planning our visit for a year now so it’s finally great 
to be back home for this weekend’s big event to coincide with my 80th Birthday. I am 
really looking forward to taking part in the BTR Liverpool Half Marathon – and I’m 
hoping to get a time of 2 hours 40 minutes. 
 
“We’re especially looking forward to meeting up with old running friends, and making 
plenty of new ones during our trip. It will be particularly special on Sunday when our 
family comes to watch the race, including my brother who is travelling especially from 
Canada. Liverpool really is a wonderful City – and it will be fantastic to collect my 
finisher’s medal on Sunday.” 
 
As part of the BTR Half Marathon weekend, BTR are hosting two events for runners 
wanting to meet up before the big event. 
 
Half Marathon runners have been invited to a Fab 4-Mile Warm-up Run on Saturday 
(22 March) starting at 10am from the Museum of Liverpool. The run will follow the 
last two miles of the race from the Pier Head and back again. 
 
The warm-up run will be followed by a T-shirt swap at the BTR officers at 23 Hatton 
Garden from 12pm on Saturday. T-shirts swapped for BTR T-shirts will be displayed 
as a focal point at the Pier Head as part of the Half Marathon spectacle. 
 
Two BTR events are currently in the running for awards. The BTR Wirral Half 
Marathon/10k has been shortlisted in the Event Of The Year category in the Wirral 
Tourism Awards 2014. Winners will be announced on 2 April. 
 
While the colourful BTR Liverpool Santa Dash has been shortlisted as Fun Run Of 
The Year in the national Running Awards. Voting is open until 10 April at 
http://therunningawards.com/  
 


