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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Monday 2 March 2020
TWO WEEKS UNTIL RUNNERS DESCEND ON LIVERPOOL FOR SKYLINE HALF MARATHON
Arriva North West offers runners free bus travel on race day
as part of race organisers’ commitment to ‘go green’
The 27th annual BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon takes place in less than two weeks – with over 3,000 runners gearing up for this year’s race.
To mark the countdown until thousands of runners descend on the city for the race on Sunday 15 March 2020, transport provider Arriva North West has announced it is offering participants free bus travel on race day to help runners reduce their carbon footprint.
This is the latest move from race organiser BTR Liverpool in a bid to make its portfolio of races more green and environmentally friendly.
The 13.1-mile half marathon event also includes a 10 Mile Road Race, which is being staged for the fifth consecutive year. Both races start at 9am. Both races have a grandstand start and finish line area on the iconic Liverpool Waterfront at Pier Head Liverpool, part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Runners and spectators will gather under the gaze of the Liver Birds for the annual race set against iconic city backdrop, the Three Graces – Royal Liver Building, Cunard Building, and Port Of Liverpool Building.

Arriva North West is supporting the BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon and BTR 10 Mile Road Race with free bus travel throughout the day.
Race participants can travel on the Arriva bus network across Merseyside throughout the day free of charge. To claim complimentary bus travel into the city centre on the morning of the race, runners must be wearing their race number. Returning home, runners must show their finishers’ race medal. There is no cut off travel time post race.
Arriva North West has also supported the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash for the past three years with complimentary travel for Santas.
Lisa Pearson, Head of Marketing for Arriva North West and Wales, commented:
“We’re really excited to be able to offer free travel across the Merseyside network for those participating in the BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon and BTR 10 Mile Road Race on Sunday 15 March.
“Using the bus and helping customers to reduce their carbon footprints is something we’re incredibly passionate about. We know that one double decker can take 75 cars off the road, and encouraging people to use more sustainable forms of transport is important.
“We’ve supported the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash for three years now so we’re thrilled to further our partnership with BTR through another big race event. We look forward to welcoming BTR runners on our Arriva buses across Merseyside on race day – we wish everyone good luck.”
The support from Arriva North West supports BTR Liverpool’s commitment to going green and reducing race waste. BTR is fully committed to continuing to find ways to reduce single use plastic in its race events.
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events across Liverpool City Region. Its growing portfolio also includes the BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K; BTR Liverpool Santa Dash; BTR Port Sunlight 5K and 10K; and 52-mile BTR Tour Of Merseyside.
Post race refreshments are now handed to runners instead of being provided in goody bags – therefore reducing the amount of plastic bags used throughout the year by almost 40,000. Protective plastic pockets for medals are also being phased out.
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell commented:

“The feedback we received from Santas using Arriva buses on Santa Dash day was nothing short of glowing, so we’re delighted to once again have Arriva North West on-board. We are grateful for their support and we’re sure their generous travel offer will help to make people’s journey on race morning more pleasurable and stress-free.
“BTR is fully committed to recycling, reducing single use plastic, and reducing overall race event waste in every way possible. We stopped using single use plastic goody bags two years ago, and we’ve now requested our suppliers wrap our medals in sustainable, biodegradable tissue paper as opposed to the usual plastic pockets.
“Small steps can make a huge collective difference, and this is something we all need to be mindful about.”
During its 27-year existence, the Liverpool Half Marathon event has firmly established itself as the North West’s premier road race event.

To further highlight its domestic and international appeal, this year’s event has been rebranded to the Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon to celebrate the host destination’s strong tourism offer – with runners taking part to see the city on foot.
The race course features some of Liverpool’s most famous sights including Liverpool Cathedral, Royal Albert Dock, Museum Of Liverpool, and Sefton Park.

This year, overseas runners pulling on their running shoes to take part will be visiting from Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Isle Of Man, Israel, Italy, Jersey, Malta, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, and the United States of America.

Online entries are still available. For full details visit www.btrliverpool.com
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About BTR Liverpool:
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events in Liverpool City Region. The team stage a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow year on year.
Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with local charities. Its event portfolio includes the Liverpool Half Marathon, Mersey Tunnel 10K; Wirral Half Marathon and 10K; Port Sunlight 10K and 5K; 52-mile Tour Of Merseyside; Liverpool Santa Dash.

BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race organising over 20 years ago. Alan’s own personal achievements include finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-year period – including running the London Marathon 22 times; the New York Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool and Stockholm Marathons.
BTR Running Events 2020:

· Sunday 15 March:


BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon

BTR Liverpool 10 Mile Road Race

· Sunday 5 April:


Off Road 8 At Thurstaston (8 miles)

· Sunday 19 April:


BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K

· Saturday 16 May:


Run For The 96 5K / 1 Mile Fun Run

· Sunday 14 June:


Port Sunlight Road Race

(10K / 5K / 1K Fun Run)

· Sunday 28 June–Saturday 4 July:
BTR Tour Of Merseyside (52 miles)

· Monday 29 June / 


Team Pursuit Challenge – 6 miles

Thursday 2 July / 


Team Pursuit Challenge – 5 miles

Saturday 4 July:


Team Pursuit Challenge – 12 miles

· Sunday 30 August:


BTR Wirral Half Marathon

BTR Wirral 10 Miler

· Sunday 6 December:

BTR Liverpool Santa Dash

(5K / 1K Mini Dash)
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