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PRESTON FUNDRAISER ALL SET FOR SANTA TREADMILL CHALLENGE
Jonathan, 46, will run 5K distance in his front garden
Runner is supporting North West Air Ambulance Charity
A joiner from Preston is taking on a festive 5K challenge dressed as Santa this weekend – by running the distance on a treadmill in his front garden.
Jonathan Fleming, who lives in Lostock Hall, is gearing up to don his Santa suit and pull on his trainers to raise money for the North West Air Ambulance Charity.

The 46-year-old is taking part in the BTR Virtual Liverpool Santa Dash this Sunday (20 December), but is taking the challenge a step further.

Liverpool fan Jonathan has vowed to complete the 5K festive fun run on his very own doorstep in Laburnum Avenue wearing a red Santa suit – but with an Everton-themed blue Santa hat specially for the charity fundraiser.

Jonathan is well prepared with a gazebo at hand to ensure his treadmill challenge can go ahead whatever the weather – and will be starting his run at 12.30pm. He is organising a Covid-safe challenge and is hoping for socially distanced support from friends and neighbours on the day (guidelines permitting).
Jonathan’s efforts are being supported by his employers, F Parkinson Construction in Blackpool. Refreshments are being donated by Readyfix in Preston. The Lostock Hall community page on Facebook is posting regular updates ahead of the event.

No stranger to charity running, Jonathan has previously completed the Run For The 96 5K in Liverpool raising funds for various charities.

Jonathan explains: “In recent years, I’ve been working at A&E at The Royal Oldham Hospital and you’d see the North West Air Ambulance Charity bring in motorbike riders. They do an amazing job and I want to do my bit to help them.

“Running the BTR Virtual Liverpool Santa Dash on my own doorstep – and on a treadmill – is something a bit different. North West Air Ambulance Charity are entirely charity funded and rely on donations and fundraising, so every penny really does count.”
Jonathan has set himself a target of £500, his JustGiving page is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Jonathan-Fleming5
Jeni Nugent, Regional Fundraiser for the North West Air Ambulance Charity, added: “The BTR Liverpool Santa Dash is one of our favourite events in the year, and a rare advantage of its virtual format is that our supporters from all over can get involved. We’ve loved seeing how creative people have been this year – and a treadmill Santa is definitely a first!
“We’re so grateful to Jonathan and all the other Santas who’ll be dashing for North West Air Ambulance Charity or other causes close their hearts this weekend. Good luck everyone – and Merry Christmas.”
Highly regarded as the city’s kick-start to Christmas, the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash was first staged in 2004. This is the 17th consecutive year, however due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic the format for 2020 has changed.

Making the event a virtual run allows Santas to dash wherever they are located while still following Government guidelines and maintaining social distancing – enabling participants to get their Santa Dash fix. There are just three days left to register and get involved.

Almost 2,000 Santas have already registered, including international entrants from Australia, Denmark, Dubai, Germany, Ireland, Isle Of Man, Sweden, and the United States of America – putting the event on a global platform.
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events across Liverpool City Region. Its growing portfolio also includes the BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon; BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K; BTR Port Sunlight 5K and 10K; and 52-mile BTR Tour Of Merseyside.
Organisers BTR Liverpool have pledged to donate the profits from this year’s Santa Dash to the eight official event charities – Alder Hey Children’s Charity, Claire House Children’s Hospice, Clatterbridge Cancer Charity, Marie Curie, North West Air Ambulance Charity, Nugent, Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation, and Wirral University Teaching Hospital Charity.
For full details about the BTR Virtual Liverpool Santa Dash visit www.btrliverpool.com
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A 10-minute video showcasing the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash 2019 is available for media use by visiting https://youtu.be/qx4_wdnamSo
About BTR Liverpool:
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events in Liverpool City Region. The team stage a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow year on year.
Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with local charities. Its event portfolio includes the Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon; Liverpool Santa Dash; Mersey Tunnel 10K; Wirral 10-Mile and 10K; Port Sunlight 10K and 5K; 52-mile Tour Of Merseyside; Run For The 96 5K; and If You Know Your History 5K.

BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race organising over 20 years ago. Alan’s own personal achievements include finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-year period – including running the London Marathon 22 times; the New York Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool and Stockholm Marathons.
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