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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Wednesday 13 November 2019
CLAIRE HOUSE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE NAMED OFFICIAL CHARITY PARTNER FOR LIVERPOOL SANTA DASH
UK’s biggest festive fun run returns on 1 December 2019
Sign up now to dash and raise funds for charity
Claire House Children’s Hospice has been announced as the official charity partner for the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash 2019.

Highly regarded as the city’s kick-start to Christmas, this year’s festive 5K fun run takes place on Sunday 1 December 2019 starting at 9.30am from Pier Head Liverpool.

Each year, Liverpool is transformed into a sea of red, blue and mini Santas enjoying the inclusive festive experience. The accessible event is open to everyone, and each year attracts thousands of walkers, joggers and runners.

The BTR Liverpool Santa Dash 2019 is the event’s 16th consecutive year and it is now the UK’s biggest festive 5K fun run.
With bases in Wirral and Liverpool, Claire House Children’s Hospice is inviting Santas to dash on their behalf to help raise vital funds at a time the charity is facing increased demand for its vital support and services. The announcement coincides with the launch of the charity’s very own festive fundraising campaign.

Claire House helps seriously ill and terminally ill children live life to the full by creating wonderful experiences and bringing back a sense of normality to family life. By providing specialist nursing care and emotional support, the charity strives to help families smile again when life is tough.
Over the past six years, the charity has seen an 84% increase in the number of children using the hospice – and therefore needs to increase the care it can offer families in their homes, help more children at its Wirral hospice, and increase the services it can offer in Liverpool.

Laura Fallon, Running & Challenge Fundraiser, at Claire House, said:

“We are absolutely thrilled to be the official charity partner for this year’s BTR Liverpool Santa Dash. This is always an amazing event, which really gets everyone in the festive spirit. Everyone who chooses to run for Claire House will help us to make Christmas easier for families facing the toughest of times.
“We’re inviting everyone to do something important this Christmas by joining our team at the Liverpool Santa Dash. If you pledge to raise at least £60 for Claire House you can sign up for free – our fundraising participants will also be invited to join us at our Santa Dash Breakfast After Party.
“Our volunteers and families are looking forward to cheering on our Santas as they cross the finish line on 1 December, while our mascot Claire Bear can’t wait to officially start the Mini Dash.”
An exciting 5K route will take Santas from Pier Head Liverpool, through the Royal Albert Dock Liverpool estate, and round Liverpool city centre. They will cross the finish line outside Liverpool Town Hall, where they will be greeted by stilt walking characters and ‘real’ snow, before collecting their commemorative Santa Dash finishers’ medal.

Last year’s BTR Liverpool Santa Dash attracted 7,000 Santas, including participants from France, Gibraltar, Norway, Switzerland and the United States of America.

First staged in 2004, the BTR Liverpool Santa Dash was created by BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell. 
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events across Liverpool City Region.
Its portfolio also includes the long established BTR Liverpool Half Marathon which marks its 27th consecutive year in March 2020; Port Sunlight Road Race 5K and 10K; BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K; and the 52-mile BTR Tour Of Merseyside.
BTR Race Director Alan Rothwell commented:

“We’re delighted to once again be supporting the work of Claire House Children’s Hospice. The support they offer at their bases in Wirral and Liverpool, as well as in the wider community, is vital for families when they need help the most.
“Claire House volunteers can often be seen at BTR events manning water stations or greeting runners with their medals as they cross the finish line, we’re very grateful for their continued support.”
To join the Claire House team at this year’s BTR Liverpool Santa Dash telephone 0151 343 0883, email events@clairehouse.org.uk or visit www.clairehouse.org.uk for more details.

You can find out more about this year’s BTR Liverpool Santa Dash at https://www.btrliverpool.com/santa-dash
Website
www.btrliverpool.com
Facebook
Facebook/BTR Liverpool
Twitter
@BTRLiverpool

Hashtag
#LiverpoolSantaDash
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About Claire House Children’s Hospice:

A short promotional video about Claire House Children’s Hospice festive campaign is available for media to use by visiting – https://youtu.be/KnHTQs-w5QU
Claire House Children’s Hospice helps seriously and terminally ill children live life to the full by creating wonderful experiences and bringing back a sense of normality to family life. By providing specialist nursing care and emotional support, Claire House helps families smile again when life couldn’t get any tougher.

Offering care whenever and wherever it’s needed, the hospice provides various therapies, day care, short breaks, counselling, and end of life care. Claire House offers parents some desperately needed time off with the peace of mind that their children are being well looked after.
The hospice provides someone to talk to and specialist counselling and family support. Families also get a chance to get to know each other and meet with other people going through similar experiences through days out, experiences and support groups. 

www.clairehouse.org.uk
www.facebook.com/ClaireHouseCH
www.twitter.com/ClaireHouse
www.instagram.com/clairehouse
About BTR Liverpool:
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline race events in Liverpool City Region. The team stage a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow year on year.

Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with local charities. Its event portfolio includes the Liverpool Half Marathon, Mersey Tunnel 10K; Wirral Half Marathon and 10K; Port Sunlight 10K and 5K; 52-mile Tour Of Merseyside; Liverpool Santa Dash.

BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race organising over 20 years ago.
Alan’s own personal achievements include finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-year period – including running the London Marathon 22 times; the New York Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool and Stockholm Marathons.
BTR Running Events 2019:
· 1 December:

BTR Liverpool Santa Dash (5K / 1K Mini Dash)

BTR Running Events 2020:
· Sunday 15 March:


BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon

BTR Liverpool 10 Mile Road Race
· Sunday 5 April:


Off Road 8 At Thurstaston (8 miles)
· Sunday 19 April:


BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K
· Saturday 16 May:


Run For The 96 5K / 1 Mile Fun Run
· Sunday 14 June:


Port Sunlight Road Race
(10K / 5K / 1K Fun Run)
· Sunday 28 June–Saturday 4 July:
BTR Tour Of Merseyside (52 miles)

· Monday 29 June / 


Team Pursuit Challenge – 6 miles

Thursday 2 July / 


Team Pursuit Challenge – 5 miles

Saturday 4 July:


Team Pursuit Challenge – 12 miles
· Sunday 30 August:


BTR Wirral Half Marathon
BTR Wirral 10 Miler
· Sunday 6 December:

BTR Liverpool Santa Dash
(5K / 1K Mini Dash)
BTR Media Contact:
Erica Dillon

Press Officer, BTR Liverpool
BTR Liverpool Limited
82 Market Street, Hoylake, Wirral, CH47 3BD

Tel No:
0151 632 3317

Mobile:
07990 501558

Email:

erica@btrliverpool.com
Website:
www.btrliverpool.com
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